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A number of colleges and universities are rethinking their libraries in order to serve students raised in a computer age.  For instance, the undergraduate program at the University of Texas (the nation’s fifth largest academic library) has moved its entire book collection (90,000) elsewhere, leaving the library empty of books.  Instead, there will be 250 computers, 75 laptops for borrowing, computer help desk and repair shop, software suites, a multimedia studio, and a café.  According to this more recent thought process, books are not the only way to package information; and now information is more readily available online.  
So the question becomes: can a library be a library without books?  According to the universities mentioned (Penn State, University of Arizona, Stanford, Georgia Tech), they are finding huge increases in student visits with a de-emphasis on books.  Libraries are becoming “places to be” and students are not finding a disconnect between the world of books and the internet.  Information is information and a coffee house social environment is more appealing than a “dusty, whisper-filled hall of records.”
Response:

I have mixed thoughts on this phenomenon.  As an adult, I love the feel of a Barnes and Noble.  I love to be able to order a latte and enjoy the books.  I feel like I am doing something even ‘forbidden’ as this was never allowed when I was younger.  It certainly feels comfortable and therefore becomes a place I enjoy going.  If a cafe is what it takes to bring people into a library….great!  

There was one high school mentioned in the article (Vail, Arizona) that has totally gone textbook-less and all assignments are done on laptops.  I could certainly celebrate not using, for the most part, boring textbooks.  But are we putting too much emphasis on Google being one of the best reference sources and losing the respect for knowledge on a bookshelf?  I think as with all fads in education and learning, time will provide the answers for the validity of this experiment. 
