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Library Media Mission Statement

     The Wicomico Elementary School Media Center exists to serve the needs of the faculty, staff, students and parents that comprise the school community.  It is designed to support the educational goals and objectives of the school and to build a foundation for lifelong learning and information literacy.  The program provides an organized collection of print and non-print materials chosen to support the curriculum and provide enjoyment to those who use the facility

School profile and needs
     Wicomico Elementary School is located in a rural area of Wicomico County.  The school encompasses Kindergarten through fifth grade and has approximately 500 students.  For the 2010-2011 school year we will be implementing a Pre-K.  Wicomico Elementary is a Title I school with 56% of the population receiving free and reduced lunches.  Farming is the primary industry in the area and the socio-economic profile is middle to lower middle class.  In addition, 5% of the students are English Language Learners and 12% fall into the Special Education category.  The racial population of the school is not very diverse with only 4% Hispanic, 2% Asian, 36% African American and the remainder of the students being classified as white.
     In the area of testing, the school falls into the average category with third grade reading scores 84% and math at 83.1%; fourth grade reading 93.1% and math 85%; and 5th grade reading 79.3% and math 88.5%.   Test scores have continued to rise and the AYP has increased by 1% each year for the last five years.

     The average age of the collection is 1994 with non-fiction being much older with an average age of 1990.  Most of the books are in fair to poor condition.  Weeding has taken place over the last year and 30% of the collection has been removed.  With a collection size of 7,000 books, this has brought the size of the collection down to 4,900. 
     Because most of the collection is over fifteen years old, the science and geography areas are quite out of date and need to modernize.  The curriculum has also changed during that time and many of the books purchased to support the curriculum are no longer necessary.  There is a general lack of materials dealing with curriculum that has been implemented within the last five years.

     Online databases were intentionally not included in our budget proposal because funding for them is taken out prior to the media center receiving its money.

Goals and Objectives

    The MSDE library recommendation for elementary schools is 12,000 books.  After weeding the collection according to the policy set forth in the media center policy manual, our collection has been reduced to 4,900.  We recognize that the cost of increasing our collection to 12,000 books in one year is improbable.  However, in attempting to fulfill the MSDE requirement, we propose to increase our collection to 10,000 books or 20 books per student over a period of five years.  This translates into a materials budget of $20,400 per year.  Promotional materials, supplies, and audio/visual expenses are additional.
     In striving to meet the needs of the school community, our collection is developed while keeping in mind the Information Literacy Standards outlined in Information Power (Appendix A), the AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner (Appendix B), and the requirements set forth in the Maryland VSC (Appendix C).
     Some of the things that our media center is trying to accomplish this year are:
· Fifth grade curriculum was changed since the previous year and new materials (books, reference materials) are needed to support that curriculum.

· More information is needed about Maryland to support 4th grade Social Studies.

· Additional materials are needed to support 4th and 5th grade book reports that include:

varied interests
classics

   current/popular

   varied subjects

   diversity in literature
· More science related materials are needed across all grade levels (i.e. animals, space).
· Make sure that special needs students are addressed (i.e. ELL, special ed.).
· Additional Social Studies materials are needed for 1st and 2nd grade such as communities and cultures.

· The school is implementing a Pre-K next year and new resources are needed for that venture.

· A comfortable space needs to be set aside for story time.  Rugs are needed and some way to delineate that space from the rest of the media center.

Action Plan

    Funding will come primarily from district funds.  Additional funds will be raised from Scholastic book fairs, Barnes & Noble book fairs, a birthday/special occasion book club and business fundraising.  The Barnes & Noble book fair takes place in the fall.  Proceeds from that are earmarked for purchasing classroom sets of books for enrichment or as an alternative to the literature anthology textbook. The Scholastic book fair is held during American Education Week.  All funds from that book fair are used to supplement the library’s budget.  A business fundraiser is something as simple as sending a letter to businesses and community organizations asking for donations to help the library.  This is only done every other year.  It is difficult to say how much we can supplement the budget with this type of fundraiser since the dollar amount is not consistent from year to year.  We would like to purchase a document, a flip camera, writing journals, a digital camera, and possibly host a guest speaker with the funds.
Program Evaluation

    Understandably, the district will want to see positive results from this increase in funding that we are requesting.  We will use three primary means to judge the effectiveness of this increased funding.
· Measure whether circulation has increased, decreased or stayed the same.

· Track whether there has been an increase in collaborative projects.

· Measure test scores for units where collaborative projects were done and determine whether these scores have increased.

Appendix A
The following Information Literacy Standards from Information Power that were addressed in our Goals and Objectives:
Information Literacy

     Standard 1:  The student who is information literate accesses information


    efficiently and effectively.

     Standard 2:  The student who is information literate evaluates information critically

                          and competently.

     Standard 3:  The student who is information literate uses information accurately

                          and creatively.

Independent Learning

     Standard 4:  The student who is an independent learner is information literate and

                          pursues information related to personal interests.

     Standard 5:  The student who is an independent learner is information literate and



    appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information.

     Standard 6:  The student who is an independent learner is information literate and



    strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation.

Appendix B

AASL Standards for 21st Century Learners addressed in our proposal:
Standard 1: Inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge.

Standard 3: Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members 


         of our democratic society.

Standard 4: Pursue personal and aesthetic growth.

Appendix C

We are using the following Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum – School Library Media; Grades PreK – 5, to bolster our proposal:

1.0  Literature Appreciation:  Students will demonstrate an appreciation of literature as a

       reflection of human experience and reading as a pleasurable activity.

2.0  Locate Information:  Students will be able to use resources, in a wide variety of

       formats, to locate information to meet an identified need.

3.0  Collect Information:  Students will be able to collect information relevant to their
       current information need.

4.0  Organize and Manage Data/information:  Students will use appropriate print, non-

       print and computer/online/digital formats to organize and manage data/information.

5.0  Interpret Information:  Students will be able to interpret information to generate new

       understandings and knowledge.

6.0  Share Findings/Conclusions:  Students will be able to communicate

       findings/conclusions by producing materials in an appropriate format to support

       written, oral and multi-media presentations.
Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum Reading and Writing standards will be met with the following:
Reading 1.D.1.a:  Acquire new vocabulary through listening to, independently reading,

                             and discussing a variety of literary and informational texts.

Reading 1.D.3.c:  Use resources to confirm definitions and gather further information

                             about words.

Reading 1.E.1.a:  Critically listen to, read, and discuss texts representing diversity in

                             content, culture, authorship, and perspective, including areas such as

                             race, gender, disability, religion, and socio-economic background.

Reading 1.E.1.b:  Read a minimum of 25 self-selected and/or assigned books or book

                             equivalents representing various genres.

Writing 4.2.a:  Compose and express personal ideas by experimenting with a variety

                       of forms and techniques, suited to topic, audience, and purpose. 

Writing 4.3.b:  Use suitable traditional and electronic resources to edit final copies of
                       text for correctness in language usage and conventions-spelling,
                       punctuation, and spelling.

Writing 4.7.a:  Identify, evaluate, and use sources of information on a given topic.

Writing 4.7.b:  Use various information retrieval sources (traditional/electronic) to

                       obtain information on a given topic.  
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