Wicomico County Arts Council

Narrative Description:

Wonderful Willards Elementary School has chosen to highlight the country of China during the 2006 - 2007 school year. We intend to interweave the culture, traditions, and history of this large and diverse country into our curriculum throughout the year. Additionally, the use of art, kites, music, stories, dance, puppets, and technology will immerse our students into the life and history of the people of China. We began our cultural study of China with a performance by the Fabulous Chinese Acrobats. Linda Fang, a professional storyteller, will be welcomed for a 15 day residency to introduce ancient storytelling, calligraphy, paper cutting, and folding. 

Kites, originating in China, are honored one day a year at a festival called Kites’ Day, or the Festival for Climbing Heights. These kites are brightly colored and elaborately decorated. At year’s end, as we culminate our activities with a school wide celebration of China, each student will have designed, created, and illustrated their own kite and these will be flown in unison as a huge kite arch.

Aligning with the second grade curriculum, (3.A.7.b Identify specific words and phrase that contribute to the meaning of a text, 1.D.2.a Classify and categorize 3.A.3.b Identify the setting, 3.A.6.d Summarize the text) Around the Town, the book Chinatown, by William Low, will explore the sights and sounds of a Chinese neighborhood. Our response to this literature selection will be to explore how much of Chinese culture and identity is linked with images, both real and imagined. We will discuss the various forms of belief and mythology that have evolved over time. Aligning with the first grade theme, (1.E.2.a Make connections to the text, 1.D.1.a Acquire new vocabulary, and 1.E.2.b Make predictions) Animal Adventures, the book Panda, by Mary Hoffman, will explore the environment and struggles of the giant panda in its natural habitat. The panda will be compared and contrasted with bears in America. Our students will also develop an understanding of the relationship between China and the United States due to the endangered panda. The students may then decide to use an important animal or a particular meaningful image with which to decorate their individual kites.
Collaboration between math and kite making will be experienced through measurement and geometric shapes. (1st grade: 3.B.1.a Measure length of objects, 2.E.2.a Demonstrate symmetry in basic shapes, 2nd grade: 3.B.1.a Measure length in inches, feet, and yards, 2.E, 1.a Apply visualization and spatial reasoning) Forms for kites will be chosen and cut, string and tails measured and Chinese bamboo used for the spine of the kite. The kite will have no cross spar, instead using a single flying line across the middle of each kite. This arch will make a spectacular colorful site soaring through the air next to our school.

Our study of China, along with the curriculum integration, will specifically involve the art of kite making with social studies, math, literature, and science. Our hope is that our arch train will be meaningful and memorable, not only to our school, but to our community, as well. We will evaluate our project internally with a teacher and student questionnaire, as to the value, relevance, planning, and quality of this event.
