	
	Lesson Plan

	Content Area/Grade:  Library Media/Reading and Language Arts/Visual Arts/Grade 2
	Unit:  Casey at the Bat

	   Teacher:  Debbie McCormack
	School:  Willards Elementary School

	    Date:  April 18, 2011
	Time Frame: 3 (½ hour) class periods

	AASL Standards:
1.2 Literacy and reading  Candidates are aware of major trends in reading material for children and youth.  Candidates select materials in multiple formats to address the needs and interests of diverse young readers and learners.  
1.3 Access to information  Candidates facilitate access to information in print, nonprint, and electronic formats.
2.1 Knowledge of learners and learning  Candidates design library media instruction that assesses learner interests, needs, instructional methodologies, and information processes to assure that each is integral to information skills instruction.  

2.2 Effective and knowledgeable teacher  Candidates work with classroom teachers to co-plan, co-teach, and co-assess information skills instruction.  
2.3 Information literacy curriculum  Candidates employ strategies to integrate the information literacy curriculum with content curriculum.  Candidates incorporate technology to promote efficient and equitable access to information beyond print resources.  
Maryland Technology Standards:
1.  Access, evaluate, process and apply information efficiently and effectively
2.B  Use technology to communicate information in a variety of formats
5.  Design, implement and assess learning experiences that incorporate use of technology in the curriculum-related instructional activity to support understanding, inquiry, problem solving, communication or collaboration
Maryland State Curriculum Standards (Reading/English Language Arts):

1.C.2.c.  Use word context clues (meaning), sentence structure (syntax), and visual clues to guide self-correction.
1. D.1.c. Make connections to prior knowledge and new vocabulary by listening, reading, and responding to a variety of texts.
1.D.1.d.  Make inferences about the meaning of a word based on its use in a sentence.
1.D.3.a.  Determine the meaning of unknown words 

· Reread 

· Use context clues 

· Read on 

· Use text features 

3.2.b.  Identify and explain how text features, such as illustrations, punctuation, and print features, contribute to meaning.

3.4.b.  Use elements of poetry to facilitate understanding.  Analyze the meaning of words, lines and stanzas

Maryland State Curriculum Standards (Visual Arts)

1.3.a.  Identify how the elements of art and principles of design are used to communicate personal meaning in visual compositions 
2.1.a.  Observe works of art and describe how artists express ideas about people, places, and events 
2.2.b.  Communicate a variety of reasons for creating artworks, such as feelings, experiences, events, places, and ideas 
3.2.a.  Identify sources for ideas and procedures used to create artworks 
Maryland State Curriclum (School Library Media)

2.B.1.a.   With guidance, identify the sections of the media center and the attributes of the sources located within each section.
6.A.1.a.   With guidance, read, listen to, view, and discuss literature that reflects personal interests, provides imagined experiences, and validates individual concerns and real experiences.

	Instructional Goal:
Students will be able to understand the baseball poem, Casey at the Bat, and explore the effect of illustration on text in this narrative poetry.  

	Objectives:
1. Students will gain an understanding of the poem Casey at the Bat written by Ernest Lawrence Thayer.
2. Students will discuss what author’s voice means as we attempt to interpret this narrative poem.

3. Students will be able to locate the 811 poetry address in the library.

4. Students will meet someone who loves what they do (connecting with the current Talent Show theme).

5. Students will practice using context clues to decode unknown words or phrases.
6. Students will explore how illustrations in picture books can affect the interpretation of text.

7. Students will compare/contrast two different books of Casey at the Bat, one illustrated by Patricia Polacco and the other by Joe Morse.

	Learner Population:

The target population consists of four separate classes of approximately 82 second grade students (ages 7 – 8) of mixed (above, on, and below grade level) reading and aptitude abilities.  There are 4 special education students and one ELL child in the 95% Caucasian and 5% minority group.  These students are enrolled at Willards Elementary School, a rural pre- kindergarten to second grade school, on the easternmost edge of Wicomico County, Maryland.   
According to the March 2011 Benchmark results, second grade students showed a weakness in determining the meaning of unknown words (2-1-D-3-a).  In December 2010, a weakness was shown in finding similarities and differences in text.

	Collaboration:

Grade two teachers expressed concern to the teacher librarian that there was not enough time for them to work with their classes on the reading comprehension skill of ‘author’s voice.’  This appeared to be a difficult concept for this age group.  Also the current second grade theme is Talent Show, subtitled “Talented People Work Hard at What They Love to Do.”  The librarian will collaborate by using the narrative poem, Casey at the Bat, highlighting author’s voice, practice determining the meaning of unknown words (Benchmark weakness), and will use the comprehension skill of compare/contrast to investigate the effect of artwork on this selected piece of poetry.

	Instructional Delivery:

Anticipatory Set:

Students will be introduced to the question:  “What sport is called America’s Favorite Pastime?” using an animated soccer player from the xtranormal website (http://www.xtranormal.com/watch/11768559/americas-favorite-pastime ), grade 2 will brainstorm which sport it could be.  We will then count how many in our class have ever played this sport.

Opening Activities/Motivation:

· Introduce the baseball poem, Casey at the Bat.

· Where is the poetry section in the library?

· Give a brief summary of the poem.

· Meet an 11 year old who loves what he does:  baseball. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13_bVaphCPo )

Procedures:

· Introduce context clues with a WatchKnow video (http://www.watchknow.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=4045&CategoryID=1286 ).

· Look at each line, one at a time, for unknown words or phrases.  Class will brainstorm and decode confusing or unknown words.

· Class will explore how the author makes them feel in the poem (author’s voice).  How do the spectators in the story feel?  How about Casey?  

· Two illustrators will be introduced:  Joe Morse and Patricia Polacco.  A quick picture walk will be taken of the two books.

· Each book will be read, using the document camera, and taking time to talk about the illustrations.

· A compare/contrast chart will be filled in as a class using the Smartboard.

· Discuss how illustrators are important to picture books.

	Technology Used:
· Smartboard

· Laptop computer

· Document Camera

· Xtranormal  animation:  http://www.xtranormal.com/watch/11768559/americas-favorite-pastime
· Youtube:  Lee Samuel  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13_bVaphCPo 

· WatchKnow:  context clues  http://www.watchknow.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=4045&CategoryID=1286 



	

	Assessment/Evaluation (Formative/Summative):
· Students will briefly summarize Casey at the Bat.

· Students will restate the similarities and differences in the two Casey at the Bat poems by describing the effect of illustration on text.
· They will answer the question:  Are pictures as important as text in picture books?

· Teacher observation during lesson and discussions.



	Lead in to next unit:
· Brief introduction will be given of the next unit:  The Caldecott Medal.  This medal is awarded every year to the best illustrations done in a picture book.  

· We will take a look at numerous winners and discuss why we think these books were chosen.



