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A. Two issues in the processes of cataloging are both being developed and overseen by the Library of Congress.  The first is in cooperation with the PCC (Program for Cooperative Cataloging).  Since libraries began implementing the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, Second Edition (AACR2) on an international scale, the creation and maintenance of consistent authority name and subject files have provided numerous challenges. The increasing number of publications in a wide variety of languages, as well as, rare books, music, audio-visual materials, computer files, collections, serials, etc. has renewed the need and interest in cooperative bibliographic control.  Therefore this international effort to have consistency in records is overseen by:
1)  NACO (Name Authority Cooperative Program)- Participants agree to follow a common set of standards and guidelines when creating or changing authority name records in order to maintain the integrity of an internationally shared authority file. 
2)  SACO (Subject Authority Cooperative Program)-  Participants propose subject headings for inclusion in Library of Congress Subject Headings so that these access points better reflect user’s needs throughout the world library community.  Changes to existing subject authority records may also be proposed.
Another issue the Library of Congress has had to contend with is the rapid expansion of the internet and the need to catalog non traditional material, such as web sites.  Traditional methods, using MARC records, have proven to be inadequate.   Therefore the Library of Congress and the Marc Standards Office have created guidelines to catalog this type of content called the Metadata Object Description Schema (MODS).
B. Two current trends in organizing knowledge at the Library of Congress is its involvement with UNESCO (United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization) in signing an agreement to create a World Digital Library.  The WDL will be an internet based storehouse of knowledge from all cultures of the world.  The main purpose for this undertaking will be to promote international understanding and to provide valuable material for free to all peoples of the world.  This website will feature multilingual search and retrieval capacities and will digitize unique material from libraries and other cultural institutions, such as:  rare books, manuscripts, maps, films, sound recordings, and photographs, representing every region of the world.   “Making all this available free of charge on the Internet will give teachers and librarians a new resource to encourage young people to read and study foreign languages, and will advance learning both with and between countries,” said First Lady Laura Bush.

The second issue in organizing information is the Library of Congress’ collaboration with Xerox in order to test the JPEG 2000 digital format that would provide better storage ability and long term perseveration of images, in particular, those of American history.  Three examples mentioned in the news clip were of San Francisco after 1900’s earthquake, President Lincoln’s photo taken days before he was assassinated, and the Wright brothers’ first flight.  The Library’s present digitized form is primarily in a larger TIFF format, but with the use of a more compact and better quality JPEG form, it will make images easier to store, to organize, retrieve, and update…and therefore more readily available to future generations. 
C. One, of many, issues involved in the legal use of information property is whether a non profit school can show a lawful copy of a movie on its premises.  According to copyright law, permission is not needed if the movie is shown in context of instruction in a classroom setting.  On the other hand, if the movie is shown on school property for entertainment or recreation purposes, a license or clearance is needed for its performance.
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