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MOD 2 Assessment Assignment - Scenarios

1.  You, as the media specialist, do not currently have access to student benchmark data—should you have access? If you do, how would you use the information to improve student achievement?

The assessment articles provided in the module and my interview with our school’s Title 1 coordinator have opened a new level of understanding for me.  I do not presently have access to our student benchmark results, nor did I feel it was of any interest to me.  I think I was part of the ‘old school’ belief system, that we are just testing these kids to death.  Now, I see that I did not have the correct understanding of what these tests measured or any idea of how I could assist in our students’ learning processes using these assessments.  
In our pre k to 2nd grade school, benchmark assessments are given to kindergarten 4 times a year.  First and second grades take 3 reading and 6 math benchmarks throughout the year.  These tests correlate with the curriculum and are used as formative assessments to identify weak areas within individuals or entire classrooms.  The Best Value in Formative Assessment article states that the “students who are assessed are the ones that benefit from the (teaching) adjustments.”  Unlearned skills can be re-taught, small groups can be established for more individualized instruction, and Title 1 assistance can be sought for intervention help.  Our PLC (Professional Learning Community) discusses how to best help these identified students and these ideas can then be put into our SIT (School Improvement Team) plans.
MSA (Maryland State Assessment) tests are given to 3rd grade students in our sister school, Pittsville Elementary and Middle.  Although these are summative tests, any weaknesses noted in our former students are areas to be targeted in 2nd grade and skills to be strengthened before entering 3rd grade.

According to the same article The Best Value in Formative Assessment, feedback is the key in assessing for learning.  If I had access to our edusoft software results (used for benchmark scoring), as a media specialist, I could:

· provide reinforcement in weak areas of understanding.  For instance, if students are having trouble understanding the concept of money, I could further explore this topic, by finding books on money and reinforcing the topic.

· see a reading skill that needs strengthening, for instance sequencing, and incorporate it into the stories I read providing more practice for our students with this skill.
· use the information when ordering books for the library in August.

I do want to make a significant contribution to teaching and learning.  I would rather play an active, and not passive, role in the media center.  I see I need to retool and rethink my possibilities to be relevant to my school community.  I think in our county, the elementary media specialists almost have to reinvent themselves.  At present, we really don’t have any central direction, as to ‘how’ we can provide a support system to our teachers.  We do not have a curriculum, just some general library skills that our students need to know.  Those of us at this level, are given a full schedule of classes, and our work is sometimes so overwhelming just keeping up with the status quo.  
I understand now that by having access to the formative benchmark assessments, I could make a first step in providing a resource (me!) that the school is not using.  I am excited about this possibility that I had never considered and look forward to discussing this topic with my principal. 
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2.  Based on your strong presentation skills and leadership, your administrator has asked you to present school test results to parents at the next PTA meeting. What information should you include in your presentation?  How will you respond to the concern that many parents have about the amount of time devoted to testing?  
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I like the expression used by the author in the article entitled Learning to Love Assessment in seeing teaching as a “science-informed art” based on the ability to use assessments in the classroom.  In reading this article, I was encouraged that others also sometimes miss the understanding as to the value of testing.  Therefore, in a presentation to parents about testing, I would: 
· use my own ‘aha’ moment           at finally understanding the value of, in particular, formative testing.  I would highlight the benefits of benchmark assessments to give regular feedback useful for helping teacher and student during the learning process.  This testing needs to be understood as an important part of high quality learning and not as an end in itself.  
· explain the difference between summative and formative testing.  Summative testing (like the MSA) provides an overall appraisal or measure of performance for someone outside the classroom.  Formative assessment, in contrast, has a goal of providing feedback for those inside the classroom.  How well did a certain student understand a recently taught concept?  If not, there is help available.
· highlight the fact that assessments help teachers plan their time better, know when to “reteach, when to move ahead, and when to explain or demonstrate something in another way (Learning to Love Assessment).”   Formative assessment is not final, but instead, is a beginning towards better instruction.
· explain one other type of testing done at our school, called the Leveled Reading Passages (LRP).  These tests are given once in the fall and again in the spring.  They are done on a one-to-one basis (teacher–student) and give immediate feedback on a student’s reading ability in fluency, accuracy, remembering (retelling), and comprehension.  The LRP give guidance to the staff as to how to improve instruction in reading for all learners.  

In summary, the question would be:  how can we teach a classroom of diverse learners effectively without assessments?   
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